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REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 


brary, N.Z.L.A. PLANNING COMMITTEE'S REPORT TO 
2 Is to COUNCIL—OCTOBER, 1944. 


brary, A PLANNING COMMITTEE consisting of E. J. Carnell (con- 
vener), J. Barr, W. J. Gaudin, E. Melville and C. S. Perry, 
h dis- with power to co-opt a member to represent smaller libraries, 
g Col- was set up by Council in April, 1944, to comment on. pro- 
posals for regional development of library services to be 
/niver- made by the Government Country Library Service. Miss 
sistant Carnell left for England before any pro had been pre- 
t unt pared, and Mr. Perry was asked to act as convener until the 
committee could meet. Mr. G. Brownlee-Smith (Raglan 
County Council), and Mr. A. M. P. Hall (Taihape), were 
appointed to the committee to represent smaller lib- 


197 


UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
. GENERAL LIBRARY 





raries, and Captain A. G. W. wet np, noe was asked to fill 
the vacancy created by Miss Carnell’s absence. 

A meeting of the committee was held in Wellington on 
17th October, to consider draft proposals submitted by 
Mr. Alley for decentralization on a district and possibly on a 
regional basis for the Country Library Service, inning in 
1945, these proposals having been circulated to members of 
Council. iss Melville was appointed chairman, and Miss 
Blackett was present ex officio, and Cr. N. Ashenden was pre- 
sent by invitation. The proposals were approved by the 
Committee in the amended form set out below:— 


DRAFT PROPOSALS FOR DECENTRALIZATION ON 
A DISTRICT AND POSSIBLY ON A REGIONAL BASIS 
OF THE COUNTRY LIBRARY SERVICE, BEGINNING 
IN 1945. APPROVED BY THE PLANNING COMMIT. 
TEE N.Z.L.A. FOR SUBMISSION TO COUNCIL. 


1. City and Country Library Service. ., 

The war has held up the development of the Country 
Library Service which was originally planned, but this post- 
ponement may turn out to be not without advantage. The 
original plan whereby the Country Library Service would 
remain entirely separate from the city library service may be 
i if an acceptable plan can be worked out, by 
vo 


untary co-ordination of the two services, city and country, 
and the operation of library service on a regional basis. 
Under such a scheme New Zealand could be divided into a 
number of regions, each of an economical size for library 
administration. Such regions would also need to be geo- 
graphically workable. 


2. The Government’s part. 
(a) District development of Country Library Service 
with co-operation of city authorities. 

It may be necessary in the meantime for a demonstration 
to be carried out to show how such a regional service would 
work, since it is not likely that agreement can be got from 
all the authorities concerned to co-operate with the Country 
Library Service, nor is staff and the necessary book stock 
available for an ‘all over’ scheme. The Country Library 
Service therefore ger to decentralize its work gradually, 
and at an early date plans to set up a district distribution 
from Auckland covering the northern half of the North 
Island. If the consent of the Auckland city authorities can 
be obtained, two steps can be taken at this point: 


(1) If the Auckland City Library stock can be made avail- 
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(2) 


4 


able for district requests which cannot be satisfied by 
the Auckland Country Library Service district stock, 
just as it is now available to AEWS, the Country Lib- 
rary Service would offer to second a reference assistant 
to the Auckland Public Libraries. This assistant 
would be directly responsible to the chief librarian, 
Auckland Public Libraries, but her salary would be 
found by, and she would remain an officer of, the 
Country Library Service. 


Books of the Country Library Service in the Auckland 
district stock would be available for lending direct to 
Auckland Public Libraries. The staff necessary for 
the work of the district service would be Country Lib- 
rary Service staff, responsible through a district lib- 
rarian to the director, Country Library Service. 


Note: The city librarian would not be asked to assume 


at this point the responsibility of a regional lib- 
rarian. ’ 


(b) Regional Library Service administered by a board 


representative of the region and on which the 
Country Library Service would also be represented. 


The N.Z. Library Association might well discuss whether 
fuller development could be planned later in another area, 
for example Otago and Southland, in order to test the work- 
ing possibilities of the regional plan. Stages in this develop- 
ment might be:— 


(1) The Regional Board would take over all distribution 


in its region, adopting the same plan for co-operation 
with local authorities as is followed by by the Country 
Library Service. 


(2) Staff necessary for such distribution would be found 


(3) 


by the Country Library Service and all, including the 
Country Library Service district librarian, would be 
seconded to the regional librarian who would have 
responsibility (for the work outside the city boun- 


davies) to the national service through the Regional 
Board. 


Books and equipment, including transport, needed for 
the country service are to be found by the Country 
Library Service. 


4. County Councils in District Development. 
In order to give all local authorities a full chance to take 


199 





advantage of the services offered, free service would be ex. 
tended to county authorities as from a given date. This 
would involve the discontinuance of the present Country 
Library Service “‘ B” service to independent subscription lib- 
raries for counties. 

It is probable that for a year or two there would be diffi 
culties in administering a service of the above kind over a 
wide area, because some counties would not want to partici- 
pate until others had done so, and some might conceivably 
not want to at all. There might be cases of severe hardshi 
if services were withdrawn from a library which had partici- 
pated in the Country Library Service as an independent 
small unit for some years, and it is possible that special pro- 
vision would have to be made to meet such a case. The new 
service would be available only on terms similar to that avail- 
able to boroughs and town boards, but now extended to 
counties; in other words books would be supplied free, but 
they would have to be issued free to borrowers. 


(1) County authorities would be asked to make local pro- 
vision for library service on the basis of say ls. per 
head of population. 


(2) This money would be used (a) in the form of a grant 
to a contiguous borough library for service to county 
—_ in the areas able to be served by that borough. 


his would.enable a much better standard of staffing 
and service to be maintained in such libraries. 
(b) Also, the county may need to meet the charges 
of maintaining at a satisfactory standard the various 
smaller libraries within its boundaries which were 
previously independent. (c) Provision for service to 
county residents not provided under clauses (a) and 


(b). 


This sum would not be paid to the general government, 
however, any more than is the money Tous for local free 
borough library service. 

The main point is that minimum local expenses required 
for the adequate maintenance of free service to residents, 
whether county or borough, should be met by the residents 
served, and the partnership of general and local governments 
in giving library service will be preserved. 

Further, the supply of light fiction—pay collection mater- 
ial—would not be a charge either on the local authority or 
the general government, but the cost would be recoverable. 

If a concerted effort were made appealing to the local 
authorities of a given region for their co-operation, and wide 
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ublicity were given, it is unlikely that many would abstain 
om co-operation if the issues were made clear. 


5. In New Zealand, library service should be imports of 
books, exploited by skilled staff. 

Increased expenditure will be needed to carry out the 
proposed developments, but this expenditure will be mainly 
on staffing. It will be a valuable service to the community 
which we can produce in New Zealand, since, as it has been 
said, library service is a means of using skilled labour to 
make the fullest use of imports of books. 

If, as is likely, the present shortage of books persists for 
some time after the war, the case for a fuller library service 
is thereby strengthened, since it is undeniable that the most 
economical use of books imported into the country can be 
got by a system of circulating them as widely as possible and 
not allowing them to be entirely distribut 7 the method 
of single purchase. It is possible that New Zealand’s pre- 
war imports, amounting to £600,000 annually for books, 
may, because of shortage of foreign exchange, be reduced. 
Library service is the logical means of maintaining the fullest 
possible circulation with the reduced amount that may be 
available in foreign exchange for the importation of books. 

New Zealand is badly off for trained library staff. Vigor- 
ous action is needed to remedy this lack. The comments of 
the association are invited as to whether the existing means 


of training for a in New Zealand are adequate, 


i.e., the courses conducted by the N.Z. Library Association, 
and other facilities; or whether some means such as a school 
of librarianship is necessary. It is possible that if regional 
development were embarked upon in one area, the experi- 
ences gained could be used and the regional experiment 
used to help the school of librarianship. me of the biblio- 
graphical work, however, could be taught elsewhere, and in 
order to reach the necessary standard such a school would 
require full time work on the part of students, and of at 
least some of the staff, although specialists could be asked 
to help in certain subjects. 


RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL. 


1. The committee wishes to record its opinion that this 
scheme depends for its success on an adequately trained 
body of library staff and recommends that the training 
committee be asked to give urgent consideration to 
the matter. 


. The committee recommends to council that the whole 
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UNIVERSITY AND RESEARCH 
LIBRARIES 


A Report of N.Z.L.A. Council's Committee on University 


1, 


and Research Libraries in relation to Planning, 
submitted to Council, October, 1944. 


Where do the “ learned” libraries fit in? 
The “learned” libraries of New Zealand present a 
special problem in any planning for the libraries of the 
country asa whole. They are more diversified in aims, 
type, stock, methods and ownership than any other 
oup. Both for their mutual advantage, and for the 
enefit of library service generally, libraries of this sort 
need to be (1) closely integrated among themselves, and 
(2) able to co-operate fully with more general libraries 
outside this group. In stock, the “ learned’’ libraries 
have more valuable and less standardized collections, for 
their size at least, than any other libraries. In staffing, 
equipment, catalogues and other records they are prob- 
ably, on the average, even worse off than public lib- 
raries, though their need is greater; while in funds for 
books, periodicals and binding they are perhaps rela- 
tively better off. 


Who owns these “ learned” libraries? 

The learned libraries are a great national asset, but at 
resent it is a potential rather than an actual asset. 
egrees of public ownership and responsibility vary. 

Of course, the reference departments of some of the 

bigger public libraries, and the Country Library Ser- 

vice in some of its activities, are closely allied to the 
learned libraries, and are publicly owned. Setting these 
aside, however, there seems to be only one library which 
is at the disposal of all comers, and not wholly or prim- 
arily for a special group: this is the Alexander Turnbull 
Library, and its service is of a limited sort. Many others 





y ecco of regional library development be thoroughly 
iscussed at the next conference. The committee 


approves of the o/ ope set out above and suggests 
e 


that suitable people 


asked to prepare papers on the 
subject. 


E. MELVILLE, Convener. 
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co-operate with other libraries and/or help individuals 
beyond their strict scope. The nation owns the Gen- 
eral Assembly Library and many government depart- 
mental libraries, though some of these are far from 
being available to the nation. Indirectly the nation 
owns the libraries of the university and agricultural col- 
leges. There is some degree of public ownership in 
libraries of museums, of such institutions as the Caw- 
thron Institute, and even of such a supported 
bodies as the Wheat Research Institute. The supreme 
court libraries are owned mostly by the district law 
societies. Learned societies, such as the Royal Society 
and its branches, and the N.Z. Institute of Engineers, 
own their libraries privately; while at least one impor- 


tant library is owned by a syndicate of specialist sub- 
scribers. 


3. What needs to be done? 


The problem is to turn this great asset to more general 
advantage, while still fully safeguarding the needs of 
the various special groups concerned. Present users in- 
deed would be much better served by the improved re- 
cords and wider service which reasonable integration 
could bring about. 

New Zealand is a relatively small country, and its 
book resources are widely scattered; moreover, our dis- 
tance from other countries requires us to make our in- 
ternal co-operation effective. We cannot afford not to 
use our resources to the very best advantage. So, especi- 
ally in the learned library field, we need to develop co- 
operation in the various aspects noted below. 

Here are some other needs:— 


(1) A strong national centre to link all libraries pos- 
sessing material of consequence beyond the recrea- 
tional level. (Much has already been done, for in- 
stance by the Union Catalogue and similar activi- 
ties of the Country Library Service. But this does 
not go much beyond public libraries and a few of 
the large learned libraries.) 

(2) Better local links between public and similar lib- 
raries and at least the more general learned lib- 
raries. The possible development of regional 
schemes could and should further this aim. 

(3) Higher standards for all publicly-owned libraries. 
These should be administered according to ade- 
quate standards of staffing, salaries, cataloguing, 
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classification, co-operation and so on. 

(4) Recording of all publicly-owned serial material, as 
well as that of semi-public institutions, in the 
Union list of serials. 

(5) Recording of all publicly-owned non-serial material 
(other than fiction, etc.) in the Union catalogue. 

(6) Better and more specialized training for staff mem. 
— before and after recruitment as far as 

ssible. 

7 tter salaries, status and conditions for staffs. 

8) Maximum co-operation in | 
(a) Building up stocks ‘(to some extent part of a 

wider problem, under the Book Researches 
Committee; but largely a matter of serials); 
(b) Use of stock (present inter-loan arrangements 
are good but not enough); 
(d) Discarding material. 


4. How can these changes be effected? 
(1) A real National Library should be established, by the 
combination of (a) the General Assembly Library; 
(b) the Alexander Turnbull Library, (c) the Coun- 
try Library Service, and (d) various scientific and 
technical libraries, such as the Royal Society's Library 
hs a suitable agreement can be reached) and, in part, 


e libraries of the Dominion Museum, the Depart- 
ment of iculture and other similar departments. 
These would be roughly the sociological, literary, ex- 
ternal and scientific facets of a single strong organisa- 
tion. At present they all suffer from inadequate 
space, staff and bibliographical and reference facili- 
ties; and at present too there is a considerable unnec- 
essary re Even with the maintenance of a 
special legislative reference service and branch for 

arliament, and the maintenance of live working col- 
lections for departmental needs, there would a 
great economy and increased effectiveness. 

The development of a National Library is a matter 
partly of accommodation and finance, partly of de- 
—— organiastion, arrangement and goodwill. 

he latter steps could well be taken in advance of the 
former. 

With a National Library, various existing activities 
which would naturally come, or could well be 
brought, into close touch with, would be much more 
effectively carried out. These include the Union 
Catalogue, the Union List of Serials, co-operative cata- 





loguing, especially of New Zealand material, and 
photographic copying facilities and services of various 
sorts. 


) Once the National Library is arranged for, a closer 
relationship should be required between it and all 
other government departmental libraries. Though 
there will be prejudices to overcome, in fact all real 
departmental needs and rights can be fully safe- 
guarded—and much more. But it ought not to be 
tolerated that state-owned library property should be 
ill cared for and ineffectively used. uming a well 
administered National Library, several variations of 
inter-departmental library relations are possible. At 
one extreme there might be a small service depot of 
books and periodicals maintained by the National 
Library in (say) the Census and Statistics Department, 
with telephone and messenger provision for depart- 
mental officers to draw upon the whole collection. 
At the other extreme might be the almost indepen- 
dent library of (say) the Department of Health, trans- 
formed by the help of trained staff seconded from the 
National Library, and in harmony with it in the 
matter of cataloguing, acquisition, and use of stock. 
By linking more closely with the National Library, 
departmental libraries would also find liason between 
themselves much better. For example, the library 
and information bureau activities of the DSIR and 
the Department of Industries and Commerce would 
benefit by closer relations. ; 

It is likely that a great deal of inertia, and, no 
doubt, opposition, will have to be overcome, not so 
much in establishing a National Library perhaps, as 
in reaching a reasonable state of affairs with the De- 
partmental Libraries. Once it is clear, however, that 
the existing needs of departmental officers will still 
be the first consideration, though no longer almost the 
only consideration, the case for closer co-operation is 
unanswerable in a country the size of New Zealand. 
The NZLA should not rest until the whole matter is 
satisfactorily settled. 

While some government departments will freely 
offer all the co-operation that is desired, and readily 
draw upon the skilled help the future National Lib- 
rary can provide, others may not at first see that their 
own advantage and the National interest really coin- 
cide, or can easily be made to coincide. In such 
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cases, encouragement might have to come from an 
influential inter-departmental library board (which 
might in any case be desirable), or even from cabinet. 

(3) The semi-publicly owned libraries, such as the univer- 
sity and museum libraries, will, on the whole, need 
neither urging nor assistance to play their part in co- 
operation on a national scale. the National Lib- 
rary develops, however, there will be room for mutual 
help in many ways. 

In cities and regions, however, some of the univer- 
sity libraries in ey could be more helpful to 
the general public. By increasing its grants, especi- 
ally for accommodation and staffing, the state could 
reasonably expect, and should get, a better return for 
the money it now spends. For example, when space 
for readers is available, it should be possible for mem- 
bers of the public to be _—_ reading privileges, 
though borrowing might well continue to be through 
the public libraries. 


(4) Libraries of societies and other specialist libraries can 
only be invited to co-operate more fully in various 
ways. Most will do so readily. All no doubt would 
if reciprocal benefits were offered, as they could well 
be, especially by the seconding of trained staff for 
limited periods to carry out specific work, such as 
cataloguing. A scheme resembling the “ outlier lib- 
rary ” arrangements of the National Central Library, 
London, modified to suit New Zealand conditions, 
could ensure that the valuable material in many small 
and often specialised collections was put to better use. 
A useful beginning has been made here and there 
through affiliation with the NZLA and participation 
in the inter-loan scheme. Much more is needed—for 
example, accurate recording in the Union Catalogue 
and Union List of present and future serial holdings 
and of consequential books and other material. 


Co-operation in discarding material would be a boon 
to many learned libraries. While public libraries can 
keep their stock ‘ weeded’ according to actual needs, 
the research libraries are more concerned with poten- 
tial needs. As a result, all have material which they 
dare not destroy until they are sure it will be kept 
permanently somewhere else. In New Zealand, 
especially, we have a responsibility for safeguardin 

material which is likely to be unique in this part o 





(6) 


the world. We have no British Museum to rely upon. 
The development of the Union Catalogue and gen- 
eral acceptance of “ last copy” responsibility would 
be some help. Beyond that, however, we need, and 
the learned libraries in particular need, a sort of 
“morgue” for joint use. This should take the form 
of a large stack, not within the National Library 
building, preferably not even in Wellington. It 
would be administered by the National Library. To 
it would be transferred (a)’obsolescent material of all 
sorts, and (b) material of permanent importance 
which received too little use to justify its being kept 
by an individual library. Once a file of a minor 
scientific periodical of the 1890's, for instance, or an 
early edition of the standard reference set in applied 
physics, was safely on the shelves of such a depository, 
and adequately noted in the Union Catalogue, all 
other copies could be writen off—offered for sale over- 
seas sometimes, usually destroyed. The shelves and 
stacks of the learned libraries (and to some extent of 

ublic libraries too) would thus be both lighter and 
bei hter. Finance and administration present certain 
problems, but taking the country as a whole such a 
scheme would be a great convenience and a real 
economy. 


Training and recruitment of staffs is a problem of 
special interest to university and research libraries. 

he whole question is under consideration by several 
persons who are concerned. 


(7) Miscellaneous. There are several matters, some men- 


tioned above, on which members of the committee 
wish to place views before any planning committee 
after they have had further discussion. 

MARY L. BROWN, 

JOHN HARRIS, 

G. H. SCHOLEFIELD, 

G. W. COLLINS, Convener. 





TRAINING FOR SPECIAL 
LIBRARIANSHIP 


Memo submitted by M. L. Brown, librarian, Dept. of Scientific and 
Industrial Research, to the N.Z.L.A. Training Committee, 
October 1944. 


WHILE TRAINING facilities in this country have been brought much 
closer to actual local requirements, by the establishment of courses in 
general and children’s library work, there is still a not inconsiderable 
body of libraries whose needs have received no particular attention. 
I refer to special libraries, including government, society and agricul- 
tural libraries. 

The present diploma course is rather a formidable one, taking 5} 
years to 6 years to complete, and a graduate who has already studied 
for several years to obtain the background knowledge to fit her for 
her profession, and has reached the age of 21 years or over, may be 
pardoned for hesitating to undertake a course which will absorb most 
of her leisure time for another six years. The course contains a cer- 
tain proportion of material not applicable to work in special libraries, 
while failing to help the student to grapple with some of her every- 
day problems. We should not lose sight of the fact that the career of 
women in library service, as in teaching, is in many cases a short 
one, and we should aim at a fair degree of competency after say 
three years, so that the student*does not spend a large proportion of 
her life as a librarian in a half-baked stage. 

Recently a meeting of Government librarians was held, and a con- 
mittee was set up to consider ways of improving the training of 
departmental librarians. At the committee’s first meeting 4 
proposal was considered for a short introductory course of 
practical work in selected libraries. It is also suggested 
that the training committee may find it feasible to arrange 
a third cofrespondence course, designed for those serving in special 
libraries, and more particularly for those who already have academic 
qualifications forming a suitable background for the work they have 
undertaken. Personally I fear we would defeat our own object by 
making a degree the prerequisite for such a course, since all depart- 
mental librarians would derive great profit from it, while it will ad- 
mittedly be a very long time before all departments have librarians 
with degree qualifications. 

I understand that the training committee has under consideration 
a proposal for the establishment of a school of librarianship. Pre 
sumably government assistance will be utilised in the maintenance of 

‘this school, and if this is the case, it would seem proper that con- 
sideration should be given to the government’s own need for suitably 
trained librarians. 

The inauguration at the school of a course in special librarianship, 
made obligatory for persons entering the government libraries, and 
for assistants already employed in them, would be the quickest means 
of raising the standard of our departmental libraries, and of strength- 
ening one very weak link in the Dominion’s library system. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Auckland Public Libraries, 
16th November, 1944. 
The Editor, 
N.Z. Libraries. 


Dear Madam,— 


In my remarks on N.Z.L.A. Committees (N.Z. Libraries, V.7; 
p. 186), I described the Union List of Serials as a one-man committee. 
How I could have made such a mistake I cannot explain. 


I offer my apologies to Mr. Harris and his fine team. 
Yours faithfully 
JOHN BARR, Chief Librarian. 


CONFERENCE _ 


TUESDAY, 13th, to FRIDAY, 16th FEBRUARY, 1945. 
WANGANUI. 


Miss Blackett, Librarian of the Public Library, Wanganui, 
has agreed to act as accommodation officer. All inquiries for 
accommodation should be made to her as early as possible, 
stating preferences. as to hotels, etc. As accommodation is 
very limited it is thought that this procedure may save a 
good deal of correspondence. 

The following list of hotels was supplied by Miss Blackett 
last year and may be subject to alteration:— 


Foster's: Tariff, 21/- a day. About 20 rooms available, 
some double and some single. 


Grand: Tariff (special), 17/6. Five double rooms; 15 
single. 

Rutland: Tariff, 20/-. About 30 rooms available. 

Criterion: Tariff, 10/6. Bed and breakfast only; if fully 
staffed will give full board. 20 to 25 rooms, double 


and single. This place is very close to the Confer- 
ence rooms at the Council Chambers. 


Imperial: Tariff, 16/-. Staff shortage makes booking un- 
certain. 


All the above are licensed hotels; no private hotels are 
now operating in Wanganui. Early booking is, of course, 
imperative. . 
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CATALOGUING OF MATERIAL BY COMMITTEES 
RESPONSIBLE TO GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS. 


To enter material of this kind under the Department seems the 
most satisfactory way, the name of the committee being of course 
included in the entry. For one thing, the exact title of a committee 
may not be well-known, whereas the enquirer is almost certain to 
know what Department it was responsible to. Cross-references can 
always be made from the name of the committee. - 

(Alice Woodhouse, Acting-Librarian, Alexander Turnbull Library.) 


MICROFILM FROM MASSEY 


The Librarian, Massey Agricultural College, will supply 35mm. 
microfilms or 3 plate prints of articles requested by interloan at the 
following rates :— 

85mm. microfilm (2 pages to a frame ... 2d. per frame 
4 plate print (1 page per print) “a «. 1/- per dozen 

The quarter plate print is very satisfactory for libraries which 
have no method of reading mircofilm. The prints can be read quite 
easily with the naked eye, though some may prefer to use a reading 
glass. 

It is hoped that in time most inter-iibrary loan requests to the 
College Library will be satisfied by microfilm or prints, but at pre- 
sent only those libraries which specially ask for either of these will 
be supplied with them. 


ASSOCIATION NEWS AND NOTES 
COUNCIL MEETING 


Minutes of a Meeting of N.Z.L.A. Council, held in 
Christchurch, Friday, 20th October, 1944. 
[Abridged.] 


PRESENT: A. M. Blackett (in the chair), G. T. Alley, J. Barr, 
M. L. Brown, C. W. Collins, M. S. Fleming, H. Greenwood, J. Harris, 
E. Melville, C. S. Perry, D. N. White, and the Secretary. 

APOLOGIES: Apologies from J. Norris, W. L. Robertson, J. J. 
Scott, and H. C. D. Somerset were received. 

CENTRAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: The action of the Cer 
tral Executive Committee in investing £1,000 from the Carnegie Cor- 
poration Trust Funds and £500 from the general funds of the Associa- 
tion in the 24% Victory Loan, 1949-50, was approved. 

It was decided to take no action at present on the matter of trying 
to procure a copy of the film “ Portraits of a Library.” However, on 
the motion of Mr. Harris, seconded by Mr. Greenwood, it was re 
solved that it be an instruction to the Central Executive Committee 
to explore the possibilities of producing a film on New Zealand lib 
raries. 

ANNUAL AWARD FOR BEST CHILDREN’S BOOK WRITTEN 
AND PUBLISHED IN N.Z.: It was resolved that the proposal of 
offering an annual award, beginning in 1945, for the best children’s 
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book published and written in New Zealand, be given effect to, and 
that Mrs. White and Miss Harvey be asked to draw up conditions. 

UNION LIST OF SERIALS: The convener of the committee, Mr. 
Harris, reported that there were still some important libraries which 
had not supplied information for the Check List, but in spite of 
this, it was expected to have the supplement ready for duplicating 
before the end of the year. 

TRAINING COMMITTEE: On the motion of Mr. Alley, seconded 
by Miss Fleming, the report of the Training Committee, dated 20th 
October, 1944, was received, and the following recommendations 
approved :-— 

(1) That tutors be asked in commenting on students’ work to make 
comments in such a way that they cannot be interpreted as a 
reflection on the administration of the library concerned. 

(2) That in view of the very great need which exists and will 
continue to exist for some time for trained library personnel 
in New Zealand, the Government be asked to establish in con- 
sultation with the Training Committee of the N.Z.L.A. inten- 
sive training facilities in Wellington, and that steps be taken 
to obtain the services of Miss M. P. Parsons, Director of the 
U.S. Information Library, as director of the project. 

BULLETIN COMMITTEE: Mrs. White presented the report of 
the Bulletin Committee, dated 19th October, 1944. On the motion of 
Mr. Barr, seconded by Mr. Perry, it was resolved that all advertise- 
ments for staff which appear in the bulletin should state—salary, not 
including cost of living bonus, with maximum and minimum rates of 
pay; rate of increments; provision of superannuation (if any). On 
the motion of Mr. Greenwood, seconded by Mr. Harris, it was re- 
solved that advertisements for positions be accepted for sending out 
as enclosures with the bulletin. It was resolved that an annual dir- 
ectory of supplies be printed in the bulletin or as a supplement. The 
report of the committee was adopted. 

N.Z. BOOK RESOURCES: Mr. Alley presented the report of the 
Book Research Committee, dated 19th October. Recommendations 
as submitted were approved. 

PLANNING COMMITTEE: On the motion of Miss Melville, sec- 
onded by Mr. Perry, it was resolved that the report of the Planning 
Committee to Council 20/9/44 be received. After discussion, the 
report of the Planning Committee as amended was adopted on the 
motion of Miss Melville, seconded by Mr. J. Harris. 

On the motion of Mr. Perry, seconded by Miss Brown, it was re- 
solved, “That this Council records its appreciation of the action of the 
Director of the Country Library Service in consulting the Associa- 
tion with regard to the Service’s proposals for decentralization.” The 
Council recommends the Association to support the development of 
these proposals which now incorporate amendments made at the 
request of its own Planning Committee. 

REPORT OF UNIVERSITY AND RESEARCH LIBRARIES IN 
RELATION TO PLANNING: On the motion of Mr. Collins, sec- 
onded by Mr. Harris, the report of N.Z.L.A. Council’s Committee on 
po a and Research Libraries in relation to Planning was re- 
ceived, 

On the motion of Mr. Alley, seconded by Mr. Harris, it was re- 
solved, “That the Council approves in principle the report of 
the N.Z.L.A. Committee on University and Research Libraries in 
relation to Planning, and the recommendations set out, and refers 
them to a Planning Committee consisting of Mr. Collins (convener), 
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Mr. Harris, Dr. Scholefield and Miss Brown, such committee to re 
port to the next meeting of the Council and to be given full facilities 
of the Association in order to do its work.” 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS OF N.Z.L.A.: The question of 
appointing a nominating committee for the next election of officers 
was considered, but the proposal was not approved. 

On the motion of Mr. Alley, seconded by Mr. Greenwood, it was re 
solved that the secretary be empowered to supply biographical in- 
formation about candidates for election to the office of Councillor of 
the Association, in a similar way to that adopted by the University 
of New Zealand in conducting its election to Senate by postal ballot. 

CONFERENCE, 1945: On the motion of Mr. Harris, seconded by 
Mr. Perry, it was resolved that a Conference be held in 1945, on the 
18th, 14th, 15th and 16th February. The first draft programme, 
1945 Conference, was approved. 

EDUCATION CONFERENCE: It was resolved that this Council 
supports the recommendations at the end of the data paper for the 
Educational Conference prepared by the New Education Fellowship, 
Christchurch Branch. 

SCHOOLS’ SECTION: A report on the activities of the Schools’ 
Section for the period May 1939 to August 1944 was received, to- 
gether with two letters, dated 10th October and 11th September, from 
Miss E, F. Turner. 

It was resolved that the New Zealand Library Association approach 
the Education Department with the object of obtaining more liberal 
staffing arrangements to enable the necessary library work to be 
efficiently carried out. 

It was resolved that the secretary of the Schools’ Section be in- 
formed that the Council is in full sympathy with the request that 
someone with a knowledge of library technique and the requirements 
of school libraries should be appointed to visit post-primary schools 
in order to give advice and instruction in the proper and efficient 
running of a school library. The Council considers, however, that in 
view of the possibility of training facilities being available the 
approach should be postponed until the supply of fully qualified per- 
sons is assured and consequently the appointment of a qualified per- 
son be made obligatory upon the Department. 

HISPITAL LIBRARIES: Letters from the Dominion Secretary 
of the N.Z. Red Cross Society and from the Ven. G. H. Gavin, Arch- 
deacon of Taranaki, asking the Association to discuss the question of 
library service to hospitals, were received. On the motion of Mr. 
Alley, seconded by Mr. Barr, it was resolved that provision be made 
at Conference for discussion on hospital libraries, and that both cor- 
respondents be advised of the action taken. ; 

AUCKLAND PUBLIC LIBRARIES: The Council expressed its 
appreciation of the forward move made by the Auckland City Council 
in adopting a free library service. 


BOOK RESOURCES COMMITTEE. 


Minutes of a Meeting of the N.Z.L.A. Book Resources 
Committee, held in Christchurch on Thursday, 
19th October, 1944. 


PRESENT: G. T. Alley (in the chair), J. Barr, A. M. Blackett, 
J. Harris, M. Parsons, G. H. Scholefield, C. S. Perry (representing 
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Mr. Norrie), and the Secretary. M. S. Fleming, J. Monro and D. N. 
White attended by invitation. 

CUMULATIVE BOOK INDEX: The chairman reported that a 
letter had been sent to 13 libraries recommending the purchase of 
C.B.I. One library had replied that it was already subscribing, three 
libraries had ordered the C.B.I. as the result of the letter, and two 
others had stated that they were prepared to do so. 

U.S. LIBRARY OF CONGRESS PROOFSHEETS OF CARDS: 
The chairman reported that these had not yet come to hand. 

UNION CATALOGUE: The chairman reported that the Dunedin 
Public Library had responded to the request in the Council minutes 
that wherever possible libraries make available to the union cata- 
logue a copy of the main entry catalogue card of their accessions. 
The question of other libraries being prepared to supply cards was 
raised. Librarians present expressed their appreciation of the Union 
Catalogue and their desire to help, but stated the difficulties that 
were in the way. 

SCHEME FOR INDENTING BOOKS FOR SMALL LIBRARIES: 
The committee considered the question of formulating a scheme for 
indenting books and magazines for libraries belonging to the Associa- 
tion, referred to it by Council. On the motion of Mr. Harris, sec- 
onded by Mr. Barr, it was resolved that this committee report to 
Council that in view of the decrease of stock overseas and the rela- 
tive increase in quality and range of material in New Zealand book- 
shops in recent years, it is now more desirable for small libraries to 
buy locally than was previously the case, and that therefore this 
question is not at present one of urgency. 

The suggestion was made during the discussion that libraries 
roy make a more systematic attempt to exploit the booksellers’ 
stock. 

COVERAGE PROJECTS—1945: Miss Parsons reported that she 
was receiving regularly by air mail from the Cleveland Public Lib- 
rary lists of books which the head of the order department thought 
were worth consideration for purchase. The lists were made out 
fortnightly. Miss Parsons had found from her own experience in 
America that anything that was not on the Cleveland Public Library 
list was not worth buying for a public library. It was decided that 
Mr. Alley and Mr. Perry be asked to go into the matter of circulat- 
ing the lists to the main public libraries which would be asked to 
mark books ordered. 

DISCARDING AND STORING OF BOOKS: On the motion of 
Mr. Collins, seconded by Dr. Scholefield, it was resolved that the ques- 
tion of co-operation in discarding and storing obsolescent and little 
used material be placed on the agenda for the next meeting, and that 
members be asked to bring concrete suggestions. 

_“BOOK RESOURCES ”: Mr. Collins drew attention to the resolu- 
tion passed by the Committee in August 1943: “ That it be a recom- 
mendation to Council that the C.B.L.B.I. organize a regular section 
in the Informal Sheet of the Association in which will be listed the 
titles of major and expensive works considered by individual libra- 
rians to be necessary in the country, and that the sheet be issued in 
future at least once a month. Further that librarians be asked to 
consider the items listed for possible purchase and that they inform 
the Bureau of their decision immediately.” It was agreed that titles 
of works of the kind mentioned should be listed from time to time 
in “ Book Resources.” 

PAPER AND PRINTING IN NEW ZEALAND: On the motion of 
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Mr. Harris, it was resolved: “ That Council be asked to draw the 
attention of the Government to the lack of discrimination shown in 
the allocation of paper and printing labour as between important pub- 
lications of a cultural, scientific or official nature and the reproduc. 
tion of indifferent fiction and other literature from overseas.” 

Complaint is made by research librarians that certain important 
government publications have been discontinued (notably Railway 
Magazine, which for many years fostered N.Z. literature, and Meteo- 
rological Records) and that many annual reports of "department: 
and other important official publications have been curtailed while 
paper and labour have been freely applied to the reprinting in N.2 
by commercial firms of digests, journals, and works of overseas fic. 
tion, a large proportion of which is of indifferent quality (e.g. White 
Circle novels and a host of digests), and some are definitely ques- 
tionable (e.g. S. Cloete’s Congo Song). 


REPORT FROM CENTRAL BUREAU FOR LIBRARY 
BOOK IMPORTS. 


Recommendations for special licence: For the nine months of 1944, 
ending 30th September, 1944, £6,468/13/7 has been recommended for 
special licence. The corresponding total for the nine months of 1943 
was £10,443/14/-. The decrease in amount recommended for 1944 is 
probably accounted for by the change in procedure for the seven 
larger libraries. 

In May, following on the instruction from the last meeting of this 
committee, application was made to the Comptroller of Customs for 
block special licence allocations for the following libraries: Auckland 
Public Libraries; Wellington Public Libraries; Canterbury Public 
Library; Dunedin Public Library; Victoria University College Lib 
rary; Canterbury University College Library; Otago University Lib 
rary. The application was based on the 1943 recommendations, The 
Comptroller agreed to the change in procedure coming into force as 
from 1st June, 1944. 

These libraries have been asked to forward estimates of their re 
quirements for the 9th licensing period, and application has been 
made to the Comptroller on behalf of the six libraries which replied 
in accordance with their estimates, 


BOOK ORDERING—REPORT FOR THE PERIOD 
ist FEBRUARY, 1944, to 31st sata 1944, 
Number of volumes ordered .... aoa 
Amount in sterling 
Number of volumes rejected .. 
Number of volumes received 
Dewey Class 700. Scholes, P.A. List of "books ‘about music, 
About one-third of this list was found to be in the libraries checked. 
The remaining two-third is in the process of being selected for pos 
sible ordering. Some of the list has been ordered. 
Standard catalog for public libraries. 
Class 700 was transferred to slips, checked with the union cate 
logue, and is now circulating among the major libraries. 
C.B.I, 1942. 
A start has been made with checking the C.B.I. against the union 
catalogue. 
Readers’ guide to books on music ... painting . graphic arts 
. . photography .. . collecting . . handicrafts, have not yet been 
returned to C.L.S. 
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BRANCH NOTES 


PALMERSTON NORTH. 

At the meeting on October 18, Miss Margaret Wilson, Children’s 
Librarian, gave an interesting talk on the growth and development of 
children’s literature in the last twenty-five years. The advance in 
the technique of colour printing, educational inquiry into reading 
difficulties, and the co-operation which had. been established between 
children’s libraries and the publishing world in America—these fac- 
tors were discussed. To illustrate, the speaker showed several beau- 
tiful examples of children’s books. 


At a meeting of blind people each week a member of the staff of 
the Palmerston North Municipal Library is present and for three- 
quarters of an hour reads passages from a selected book. The books 
are of a good type and much attention is paid by those present, who 
eagerly discuss the book afterwards. 


WELLINGTON 


The meeting of the Wellington Branch held on November 8th, de- 
voted itself to a study of Changing Systems. The Browne system in 
use in the Wellington Public Libraries was expounded by Miss Schole- 
field; the adapted Newark system of Timaru by Miss M. Fleming; 
Dunedin’s Detroit system by Captain Dunningham; and the Photo 
Charging system by Miss Parsons, of the U.S. Library of Informa- 
tion who has seen it installed at the Lakewood Public Library. The 
description of this system aroused some interest, but the impossibility 
of obtaining the cameras at present rules it out for New Zealand 
libraries in the meantime. 


Opportunity was taken at the meeting to extend a welcome to Miss 
K. Davis, of the United States Library of Information, and a vote of 
thanks to the speakers, proposed by Mr. Alley, closed the proceedings. 


OTAGO 


Dunedin library patrons and librarians met for a “ Brains Trust” 
evening at the October meeting of the Otago Branch. Questions on 
all aspects of library activity were prepared by Misses J. Stevens, 
M. Dalziell, W. McQuilkan, Mrs, J. Harris, Messrs. Oban and W. 
Thompson. Those who coped with the barrage were J. Harris, A. 
Fache and D. White. A fuller report of the meeting has been held 
over for later issue. 


The November meeting, organized by Mrs. N. Gordon, centred 
round the topic of “ Bookbinding.” 


“ Bookbinding,” said Mrs. Gordon, “ is the most ancient of the three 
great manufacturing trades necessary to the production of a book. 
Books were being bound in leather long before paper was introduced 
and centuries before the printer came on the scene, the basic princi- 
pals of the craft had been laid down and the book had taken the 
form that the binder gives it to-day. The librarian, of course, should 
know something about the processes involved in all three, but I think 
that bookbinding affords the richest scope for the development of 
interest and new ideas, 


_Miss Ada Fache then discussed the first steps in the library’s book- 
binding practice—the procedure in sorting out the volumes that are 
to be rebound or repaired, and what principles are followed in de- 
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ciding which books are to be sent to the bindery and which, though 
no longer fit for the shelves, will be discarded or replaced instead of 
rebound. Whether a book is to be rebound or not depends largely on 
the kind of use the book gets, the quality of the paper, and the degree 
of permanence of the record the book contains. 

The next questions discussed were— 


(1) How the binder gets his instructions. 
(2) The processes by which he carries them out. 


(1) a. Specifications for all types of work required. 
b. Copy of instructions for all regular periodicals, correspond- 
ing to binding record cards kept in library. 
c. Books of forms in duplicate (one for library use, one for 
bindery) on which are set out instructions for eve 
not covered by (b). 


(2) In discussing the actual binding processes it is necessary to 
remember the difference between proper binding and ‘ casing’ 
In binding proper the slips (i.e. the ends of the sewn cords or 
tapes) are firmly attached to the boards before covering; in 
casing the boards are covered separately and afterwards 
pasted on to the book. 


Binding processes illustrated:—(1) The casing processes described, 
using the N.Z. edition of “ House at Pooh Corner” now being pro- 
duced by Coulls Somerville. (2) Samples of 6versewn work (Chivers, 
etc.). (8) A display “ Bookbinding in Dunedin (1890-1944); illus 
trating, for example, the quality of work done during the 1914-18 
war years compared with that produced during the present war and 
including samples demonstrating the gradual evolutions of book- 
binding from the lavishly ornamented, leather-bound craftsmanship 
of the 90’s, to the volumes that more or less adequately meet the 
requirements of the modern lending library. 


Miss D. Macdonald and Miss C. Stevenson then gave a most inter 
esting instructive demonstration of the work of rebacking and re- 
pairing that is carried out in the Public Library. 


The President (Mrs. M. Begg) welcomed Mr. H. Greenwood, lib 
rarian of the Palmerston North Library, to the meeting. The visitor 
gave an account of recent activities in the Palmerston North area. 


A special meeting of the branch was called on November 24 to 
welcome Miss M. Kennedy, libtarian, Christchurch Teachers’ Train- 
ing College, who was paying a professional visit to local libraries. 
There was a good attendance at this tea meeting when Miss — 
described life and incidentally the library at the International Sch 
Geneva. 
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